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Connection to the Museum: Our museum's historic homes,
mercantile, chapel, and pioneer exhibits help students experience
what Christmas was like for families living on the Texas frontier.

Grade Level Targeted: PK/Kindergarten

Connected Learning Targets:

Social Studies: Recognize that families have different traditions and celebrations.
ELAR: Ask questions and describe observations.

Fine Arts: Create holiday crafts inspired by the past.

Objective of Lesson:
Students will identify how pioneer families celebrated Christmas on the Texas Panhandle
and compare those traditions to today.

Summary of Lesson:
Students rotate through four interactive stations.

Station 1: A Pioneer Christmas Home

Students explore how pioneer families decorated their homes using handmade
ornaments and natural materials.

Station 2: Christmas Dinner on the Frontier

Students learn about foods pioneer families grew, hunted, preserved, or traded for
during the holiday season.

Station 3: Christmas Entertainment

Students discover how families celebrated through songs, games, storytelling, and time
together.

Station 4: Surviving a Panhandle Winter

Students explore how pioneers stayed warm and completed daily chores even during the
Christmas season.

Student Activity:
Create a simple paper ornament or paper chain and participate in each station activity.

Assessment:
Students share one way Christmas on the Texas Panhandle was different from Christmas
today.
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Connection to the Museum: Our museum's collections show how
families celebrated the holidays while adapting to life on the Texas
frontier.

Grade Level Targeted: 1st-2nd

Connected Learning Targets:

Social Studies: Compare holiday traditions from the past and present.
History: Explore how pioneers adapted to life on the frontier.

ELAR: Make observations and communicate ideas.

Objective of Lesson:
Students will explain how pioneer families celebrated Christmas using the
resources available on the Texas Panhandle.

Summary of lesson:
Students visit several "country stations."
Examples: Mexico, Germany, Sweden, Australia, and United States

Discussion:

What foods are traditional?
How do families decorate?
What traditions are unique?

Student Activity:

Complete each station while recording one new fact learned about pioneer
Christmas traditions.

Assessment:

Complete the sentence:

"One pioneer Christmas tradition | learned about was
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Connection to the Museum: Our museum's exhibits help students

discover how families celebrated Christmas while building
communities on the Texas frontier.

Grade Level Targeted: 3rd-5t"

Connected Learning Targets:

Social Studies: Explain how geography and resources influenced daily life.
History: Compare frontier life with modern life.

ELAR: Draw conclusions using evidence.

Objective of Lesson:
Students will investigate how pioneer families celebrated Christmas while adapting to the
challenges of life on the Texas Panhandle.

Essential Question:
How did pioneer families celebrate Christmas using the resources available tothem?

Summary of Lesson:

Students rotate through four stations.

Station 1: A Pioneer Christmas Home

Compare pioneer decorations with modern decorations and create a paper garland or paper
chain.

Station 2: Christmas Dinner on the Frontier

Investigate where Christmas foods came from and match foods with how pioneers obtained
them.

Station 3: Christmas Entertainment

Play a traditional pioneer game and explore historical Christmas stories.

Station 4: Surviving a Panhandle Winter

Complete a Pioneer Chore Challenge by gathering firewood, carrying water, or sorting animal
feed.

Discussion Questions:

How did geography affect Christmas traditions?

Why did pioneer families rely on handmade decorations?
Which traditions are still practiced today?

Student Activity:
Complete all four stations while recording observations in a Pioneer Christmas Journal.

Assessment:
Write a paragraph comparing a modern Christmas celebration with a pioneer Christmas.




Connection to the Museum: Our museum preserves the stories and
artifacts that illustrate how pioneer families celebrated the holidays
while overcoming the challenges of frontier life.

Grade Level Targeted: 6th-8t"

Connected Learning Targets:

Texas History: Analyze how environment influenced frontier life.
Geography: Examine how climate affected daily living.

ELAR: Support claims using evidence.

Objective of Lesson:
Students will evaluate how geography, available resources, and community shaped
Christmas traditions on the Texas Panhandle.

Essential Question:
How did life on the frontier influence the way families celebrated Christmas?

Summary of Lesson:
Students investigate four stations focusing on: Handmade decorations, Food availability,

Family traditions, Winter survival

Students discuss: Resourcefulness, Community, Adaptation, Daily life

Student Activity:
Complete a Pioneer Christmas investigation sheet while rotating through the stations.

Assessment:
Claim: Life on the Texas frontier influenced Christmas traditions because

Evidence:




Connection to the Museum: Our museum's historic exhibits preserve
the traditions, ingenuity, and resilience of the families who celebrated
Christmas on the Texas Panhandle over a century ago.

Grade Level Targeted: High School

Connected Learning:
U.S. History

Texas History
Geography
Economics

Objective of Lesson:
Students will analyze how environment, transportation, economics, and community
influenced Christmas traditions on the Texas frontier.

Essential Question:
How did the realities of frontier life shape holiday traditions and strengthen
community?

Summary of Lesson:
Students rotate through four investigation stations examining: Pioneer homes and

decorations, Frontier food systems, Holiday entertainment, & Winter survival

Students analyze: Geography, Economics, Resource availability, & Community traditions

Student Activity:
Complete a historical analysis comparing Christmas on the Texas Panhandle with
modern holiday celebrations and evaluate how frontier conditions influenced traditions.

Assessment:
Write a museum exhibit label explaining one Christmas artifact or tradition and describe
what it reveals about life on the Texas frontier.
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